Human liver flukes are of rare occurrence in the British Isles, and when they do make their appearance, the condition is practically never diagnosed, but only found accidentally at operation.
Progress was good. The jaundice began to diminish within 5 days. Following this a steady improvement in the patient's condition was maintained. The tube in the common bile duct, which had drained freely, was removed on the I2th day and by the I8th day the wound was healed.
Meanwhile the specimen sent to the pathological laboratory had caused something of a stir. Curious epithelial structures had been noted and not recognised. Finally the mystery was elucidated and the specimen rightly classed as a perfect example of Clonorchis Sinensis.
A search of the faeces revealed the presence of numerous ova. A blood count showed an absolute increase of eosinophils beyond the normal limits. Estimation of the fat content of dried faeces was carried out and showed an increase over the normal. Prevention of the condition naturally depends on the adequate cooking of fish. Gentian violets administered orally kills the cercariae and also may act as a cure for the disease when established. Severe cases react best to injections of emetine or colloidal antimony preparations.
In conclusion my gratitude is due to Dr. Harr6, pathologist to the Willesden General Hospital, for the great care she has taken and interest she has shown in presenting a full picture of the clinical pathology and morbid anatomy of the case.
